
 

 

Dear Lila: 
  
We often read about “women’s empowerment,” but what does it actually mean? 
We think this photo illustrates the idea perfectly. It captures the moment when 
Halima, a member of one of Sughar’s women’s centers, realizes that her hand-
embroidery pieces have sold well with U.S. buyers. Sughar founder Khalida Brohi 
has just returned from a trip to San Francisco and is handing Halima her earnings. 

 

“Her mouth dropped open,” says Khalida. “She was rather amazed and shocked” 
that her work was valued in the U.S. and that she had earned so much money. 
After that, says Khalida, “she was a different person. She was the proudest of 
women, and she spoke with delight, energy, and charisma.”  

In tribal areas across Pakistan, Sughar is changing the lives of countless women 
like Halima. At Sughar’s women’s village centers, women receive six months of 
livelihood training and microgrants to help them launch small businesses. The 
nonprofit also enlists both men and women to establish new centers and to fight 
honor-based killings.  



 

It’s no surprise that Khalida has received international recognition for her work. 
She has twice been named one of Forbes magazine’s 30 Under 30 for Social 
Entrepreneurship.  

Thanks to your membership and support, ConnectHER'S Gems and Giving 
Circle donated $2,500 to Sughar in November to support a women’s 
empowerment project to be launched this summer in Pakistan’s Balochistan 
province. With these funds, 20 women will be able to launch their 
businesses! Thank you for helping Khalida continue to build pride and confidence 
in women like Halima. 

 

It’s better when we give together! If you know of others who might enjoy this 
opportunity to give, please share this link. The bigger our circle, the more we can 
maximize our impact. 
  
Stay tuned to see what inspiring project we’ll fund next month! 
  
With our deep gratitude, 
  
The ConnectHER Team 

 


