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HAVE WOMEN PROGRESSED?
Five years after the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set
targets to improve the lives of women and girls, how are women and
girls actually doing? Two reports released this year, Harnessing the
Power of Data for Gender Equality and Progress of the World’s
Women 2019–20 offer insight into the progress of women around the
world.

A few key takeaways:
We’re making progress in some areas. “Countries, overall, have
performed best on issues where coordinated and concerted
policy focus and funding have been directed over the past 10 to
20 years, including on hunger and nutrition (SDG 2), water and
sanitation (SDG 6), health (SDG 3), and education (SDG 4).”
Many more children attend primary school, and more countries
have reached gender parity in school attendance. However, girls
still lag far behind in secondary school attendance. “One of the
sub-regions facing persistent challenges in gender equality in
education is South Asia, particularly Bangladesh, India, and
Pakistan.”
Gender equality still lags. The world is falling further behind on
the stand-alone “gender equality” goal (SDG 5) and on these
Sustainable Development Goals that impact women: climate
change (SDG 13), public finance and better gender data (SDG
17), and gender equality in industry and innovation (SDG 9).
Child marriage is still prevalent in some regions. “Although early
marriage rates have declined worldwide, this rate continues to be
high today in Sub-Saharan Africa and Central and Southern Asia,
where 37.2 per cent and 29.4 per cent, respectively, of women
aged 20–24 are married or in a union before the age of 18.”
There is still much to be done to achieve gender parity by 2030. This
motivates us to keep doing this work. Two things you can do right now:
Contribute to our Girls Global Education Fund (see below) and our
Education for Child Brides project in Zimbabwe. We appreciate all you
do to amplify the voices and stories of women and girls.

KEEP A GIRL IN SCHOOL
You are all A students, so we don’t need to tell you how an
education transforms the life of a girl. In fact, many of us can look
at our own families to see how the ﬁrst generation that was able
to further their education—whether it was us or for our parents or
grandparents—was able to lift us out of the working class and
open up a world of opportunities. One way to repay the good
fortune is to give to our Girls Global Education Fund. We have a
big goal to support 100 girls through our scholarships. Most of our
recipients are from Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan—three of the
countries, as noted above, with the greatest gender disparity in
education.

The chance to complete
secondary education
means they will marry
later and have fewer
children, and they’ll gain
the respect that comes
from earning income.
This year we have selected ﬁve sixth-grade girls from Bandaran, a
city in Bangladesh that anchors the Chittagong Hills Tract, a
beautiful hilly region inhabited by 12 ethnic groups, including the
tribal Chakma and Marma people. The girls all show academic
promise, but their parents, who are subsistence farmers or day
laborers, can’t aﬀord to keep them in school. Think of all the
opportunities missed if their education is cut short—and give
generously to transform a girl’s life. Donate to GGEF here.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
THE GIRL CONNECTHER SCREENINGS
Speaking of amplifying the voices of girls, have you heard that we took
the Girls Impact the World film on a world tour? Our rock star film
ambassadors made a big splash by hosting more than 80 International
Day of the Girl screenings!
“Ain’t no stoppin’ us now” as the disco song says! We plan to make the
GITW film reel and curriculum available to schools and other
ambassador-led events. From Karachi to DR Congo, these film events
spark important conversations about women’s issues and engage
more young people around the world in the Girls Impact the World Film
Festival. Let’s keep spreading the word!

FILMMAKER
SPOTLIGHT
Talking about sparking conversations ….
Communications specialist Elaine Robbins
interviewed Girls Impact the World
filmmaker Jes Mablango about how she
got students talking about—that’s right,
sex—at her Christian college. Check out
their conversation here.

GEM PROFILE
During the Thanksgiving season, the
ConnectHER staff gives thanks to
our Gems. Gems are sustaining
donors who make monthly or multiyear contributions. Without them, our
important work for women and girls
would not be possible. This month,
we’d like to profile one of our Gems, Diane Umstead.
When Diane first met ConnectHER founder Lila Igram, she says, “I
was thrilled to discover the opportunity to contribute to so many
important projects benefiting women and girls. Lila has put together
an amazing team, and I am so proud to support ConnectHER as a
Gem.”
Diane should know; she is pretty amazing herself. Born in Tripoli,
Libya, the daughter of a three-star general in the U.S. Air Force, she
grew up on military bases around the world. After getting her law
degree from American University, she clerked for the Chief Judge of
the US District Court for the Southern District of Texas, practiced
law with two of the largest law firms in Texas, and worked with
Texas Governor Ann Richards as the first woman appointed to the
Texas Water Development Board. Diane works with local, national
and international groups supporting Palestinian rights and currently
serves on the advisory board of Friends of Tent of Nations North
American. She published her first book, The Wisdom Tree: A
Mother’s Journey into Israel and Palestine, in 2013, and she is
working on her next book, The Sunday Ghibli.
We are grateful that people like Diane, a true woman of the world,
believes in our work and offers such wonderful support.
Become a GEM

CONNECTHER GOES TO OXFORD!
We are thrilled that ConnectHer and filmmaker Sarah Jehaan Khan
hosted a panel at Oxford University’s Bonavero Institute of Human
Rights. The panel, “Can Storytelling Change the World?” showcased
the work of award-winning filmmakers (including GITW alumni
Rebecca Dharmapalan and Melissa Gurusinghe), photojournalists, and
a groundbreaking virtual reality project by Oxford students. Other
speakers included Rocco Rorandelli, documentary photographer for
Newsweek and The Wall Street Journal, and Oxford students Ameena
Malek and Saadia Gardezi who started the university-backed virtual
reality project Project Dastaan.

They screened films from the Girls Impact the World Film Festival and
talked about how students can use their talents—be it filmmaking,
music, journalism, photography—to effectively address, and generate
important conversations around, global human rights issues.

ConnectHER’s own Lila Igram and Wedad Jaber with Malala.

IN THE "MEN WE LOVE" DEPARTMENT...
What makes these men so irresistible? Hint: There’s just something
about a man who supports women. READ MORE...

GIRL POWER!
ConnectHER participated in the We Are Girls Conference in Austin on
November 16. This annual conference, produced in Austin and
Houston by the Girls Empowerment Network, is designed especially for
thousands of 3rd to 8th grade girls and the adults who care about
them. With dynamic break-out sessions and an empowering dance
party, girls get to be totally in charge of their day. They walk away
inspired by what’s possible and with a new belief in their personal
power. The 2019 theme is “Believe it and Be it!”
We shared our Girls Impact the World film program and sparked
excitement in a future generation of GITW filmmakers!

CALLING ALL STUDENTS FILMMAKERS!
We believe in change through the power of storytelling,
and we can’t wait to see your work as we open
submissions for GITWFF 2020. Submit your ﬁlm!

Girls Impact the World Film Festival has a new look. Check it out!

It's only because of your support that we can do this important work to
elevate the status of women and girls everywhere. Please continue to
support us:
DONATE TODAY

Copyright © 2019 ConnectHER All rights reserved.
Our mailing address is:
PO Box 81922
Austin, Texas 78708
USA

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

RSS

